The effects of physostigmine infusion on patients with panic disorder.
Nine patients who met both DSM-III and RDC criteria for panic disorder and nine age-matched normal controls received infusions of physostigmine. The patients and normal controls did not differ in either their self-reported or the observer-reported ratings of anxiety, mood, or activation. The two subject groups also did not differ in blood pressure, pulse, or cortisol responses to physostigmine. Physostigmine did not provoke panic attacks in either the control or patients groups.